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I VIC., CAP. 2. 


An Act to Incorporate a Company under the 
Style and Title of ‘‘“The New York, New= 
foundland, and London Telegraph Com= 
pany.”’ 

[| Passep lord Aprit, 1854. | 

WVVHEREAS it is deemed advisable to establish a preampte. 

line of telegraphic communication between 

America and Europe, by way of Newfoundland ; 
and whereas the parties hereinafter named have 
associated for the purpose of forming a company 
with capital or joint stock of three hundred and 
twelve thousand five hundred pounds sterling, or 
one million five hundred thousand dollars, with the 
privilege of extending it, as hereinafter provided. 


Be it therefore enacted’ by the Governor, Bnacting clause. 
Council and Assembly, in legislative session 
convened, as follows :— 


1. That Prerer Cooper, Moses ‘TAYLOR, Peter Cooper and 

r, a other shareholders 

Crrus W. Frevtp, Marsuantt O. ROBERTS, created a corpora- 

4 i is : = ; tion by the name of 

CHANDLER Wuitk, FRepERIC N. GISBORNE, and the “New York, 

i Newfoundlandand 

all other persons who shall, pursuant to this act, London Telegraph 
3 ” Jompany.”’ 

become proprietors of shares for the purpose of 


establishing a company to carry into effect the 
provisions of this act, and their successors and 
assigns, shall be, and they are hereby created, 
a body corporate and politic, by the name of the 
New York, Newfoundland and London Telegraph 


bo 
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Company, and by that name may have a common 
seal, and sue and be sued, and may hold lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, goods, chattels, and 
things in action, and let, sell, assign and convey 
the same, or any part thereof, and do all other 
acts or things within the scope or for the purposes 
contemplated by this act, which corporations may 
of right do. 


Capital, fifteen 2. The capital or jomt stock of the said 
hundred thousand AS : 

dollars, in shares COMpany shall consist of the said sum of fifteen 
of one hundred . 


dollars each. hundred thousand dollars in shares of one hundred 

Proviso. oes : 
dollars each, with the privilege to the said company, 
by resolution of the board of directors, to increase 
hereafter the capital stock from time to time; but 
not to an amount exceeding three millions of 
dollars ;* Provided always that no assignment or 
transfer of any share shall be valid or effectual 
until such transfer be entered and registered in a 
book to be kept for that purpose, and provided 
also, that whenever any stockholder shall transfer 
in manner aforesaid all his stock or shares in the 
said company to any person, such stockholder 
shall cease to be a member of said corporation. 


pen eubaapa oe 3. So soon as twenty-five hundred shares of 

of two thousanc 4 ‘ . 

five Buncired the capital stock shall be subscribed the company 

shares, company to 5 4 : 

G2 into Operation: shall go mto operation, and the said Peter Cooper, 
eter Cooper, re ‘ = 

a Moses Taylor, Cyrus W. Field, Marshall O. 

others, to be the _. - : 

first directors | Roberts, and Chandler White shall be the first 

thereof ti le nIrst = 5 . . 

Monday in May, directors of the company, who shall continue in 
56, when, and in u @ S = ‘ 

every succeeding Office until the first Monday in the month of May, 

year, stockholders A i 4 : 

shall mect tore- which will be in the year one thousand eight 

view proceedings, ; 3 


elect directors, ete. hundred and fifty-six, and until their successors 








* Increased to six millions of dollars by 3O Vic., Cap. 17. 
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are appointed ; on which said Monday of May, and 
on the first Monday in May in every succeeding 
year, there shall be a general meeting of the 
stockholders in the city of London, or in the city 
of New York, or in the town of Saint John’s, in 
this island, as the directors may from time to time 
determine, fourteen days’ notice thereof having 
been given in three public newspapers, viz., the 
London Gazette, the Royal Gazette of this island, 
and a newspaper published in New York; -at 
which meeting the board of directors for the past 
year shall exhibit a full statement of the affairs of 
the company, and the meeting shall thereupon 
proceed to examine the accounts, elect a board of 
directors for the ensuing year, amend or annul any 
bye-law, or make any new bye-law, and transact 
such other business as may then be brought before 
them. And any stockholder owning five shares of 
the capital stock of the company shall be eligible 
to be a director. Special meetings of the stock- 
holders may also be called by the president or 
board of directors, by notice published once a 
week, for six successive weeks in three newspapers 
published as above mentioned ; and at all meetings 
of the stockholders, each stockholder may vote in 
person or by proxy on production of sufficient 
written authority therefor, each share being en- 
titled to one vote. 


4. The directors of the said company for the power of directors 
. : a) to appoint officers, 
time being shall have power to appoint a president, manage the attairs 
5 5 of the company, 
vice-president, treasurer, secretary, and other ete. 
officers and servants of the said company; to 
prescribe their powers and duties, and fix their 


salaries; to fill vacancies in the board of directors 


Shares to be per- 
sonal property, 
and liable to 
attachment and 


execution. Mode 


of proceeding 
thereon, ete. 
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(occurring by death, resignation or otherwise), 
until the next general election of directors ; to 
receive subscriptions to the capital stock from time 
to time in such amounts and from such persons as 
they shall determine, and to require payment of the 
same at such time and in such manner as they shall 
deem best; and to make bye-laws not repugnant 
to the laws of this Colony and Great Britain, pay 
dividends, and generally to regulate and manage 
the affairs of the said company ; and any three of 
such directors shall be a quorum for the trans- 
action of business. 


5. The shares in the capital stock of the said 
company shall be deemed personal property, and 
shall be Hable to attachment and execution as other 
personal property, and the process or warrant in 
such case shall be served on the president, vice- 
president, or director or manager of the said 
company resident in Newfoundland, and such 
service shall bind the shares of any stockholder to 
the extent of such attachment or execution issued 
against him from the time that notice thereof shall 
be actually given at the principal office of the said 
company in New York, or elsewhere, where the 
transfer of shares shall be made and registered ; 
and for the purpose of ascertaming the number of 
shares held by any shareholder against whom any 
attachment or execution may have issued, the 
president, vice-president, secretary, or any director 
or officer of the said company, may be examined in 
like manner as any third person having in his 
possession any goods, moneys, debts or effects of 
any defendant ; and upon the sale by the sheriff, 
or proper officer, of any such shares under execu- 
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tion or otherwise, the officers or agents of the said 
company having charge of the transfer books, 
shall, on production of a bill of sale from the 
sheriff or other proper officer, transfer to the 
purchaser thereof the number of shares sold under 
such execution or other process belonging to the 
defendant at the time of such notice being given 
at the transfer office as aforesaid, and such transfer 
shall be valid and effectual to all mtents and 
purposes: Provided always that such sale shall 
be subject to any debt that may be due from such 
defendant to thé said company and that no sale 
shall be made or judgment rendered until at least 
three months after such notice shall be given at 
the transfer office as aforesaid. 


6. The said company shall construct, Com- The company may 
plete, keep in order, and operate a main or firuinkc line of telegtapt 
: , . : from St. John’s to 
line of magnetic, electric, or other telegraphs from Cape Ray; anid 
Saint John’s to or towards Cape Ray, and also from Tee wie i 
Saint John’s to or towards Trepassey ; and may mbt neettore. 
also construct, complete, keep in order, and operate und Carbone : 
any other line or lines from any point in New- ve a 
foundland to any other point or points therein, or 
elsewhere as may be determined on by the com- 
pany; and also branch lines connecting the said 
main or trunk lines with any town or village in 
Newfoundland: Provided always that such branch 
or other lines shall not interfere with the existing 
line of the Saint John’s and Carbonear Electric 
Telegraph Company, or any other lines that may be 
constructed between Saint John’s and Carbonear 
by the said Company. And provided also, that if 
at any time after ten years from the passing of this 
act, any branch line to connect with any town or 


6 
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village aforesaid be desired by the Government of 
this Colony, and the company shall not establish 
the same within twelve months after a requisition 
to that effect from the Governor of this Colony, 
the Government of this Colony may establish such 
branch line at its own expense, for local traffic 
only. 


7. The company may erect or maintain their 
said lines of telegraph along the side of or across 
any public highways, bridges, water-courses, or 
other such places, provided they do not interfere 
with the public right of travellmg thereon, and 
may enter upon any lands, or places, and survey 
and set off such parts thereof as may be necessary 
for the said lines of telegraph, and may take from 
any part of the ungranted and unoccupied Crown 
lands of this Colony, any posts or building ma- 
terials necessary to make or repair the lines or any 
buildings in connection therewith, and in cases of 
disagreement between the company and any owner 
or occupier of lands which the company may take 
for the purposes aforesaid, or in respect to any 
damage done to the same, by constructing the 
lines through or upon the same, the company and 
such owner or occupier, as the case may be, shall 
each choose an arbitrator, which two arbitrators 
shall choose a third, and the decision (on the 
matter in difference) of any two of them in 
writing shall be final; and if the said owner or 
occupier, or the agent of the same company, shall 
neglect or refuse to choose an arbitrator within 
four days after notice in writing to him from the 
opposite party, or 1f such two arbitrators, when 
duly chosen, shall disagree in the choice of a third 


eS a 


er 
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arbitrator, in any such ease, it shall be lawful for 
the Colonial Secretary for the time being to 
nominate any such arbitrator, or such third arbi- 
trator, as the case may be, who shall possess the 
same power as if chosen in manner above provided. 


8. The Governments of Great Britain, of the Governor to have 
United States, and of Newfoundland, shall re- ae 
spectively have, at all times, a preference over all 
persons, of conveying messages on the said lines 
of telegraph, relatg to the public services of 
these governments respectively, and the rate of 
charges therefor shall not exceed the charges 
made to private individuals ; and the said company 
shall at all times transmit the messages of private 
parties without preference or delay. 


9. Any person wilfully interrupting the free Penalty for inter- 
use, by the said company, of any line of telephone tslegaeol tina oy 
established by it, or any works connected there- wilfully antiga 
with, shall be subject to a penalty of not less than bie of boo 
one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, 
to be recovered by any person informing and 
suing for the same, in a summary way, before one 
or more justices of the peace, and to be levied by 
a warrant of distress and sale of the offender’s 
goods and chattels ; one half of such penalty shall 
go to the party suing for the same, and the other 
half to be paid to the Receiver General for the use 
of the Colony; and in default of goods and 
chattels to satisfy such warrant, every such 
offender shall be committed to gaol by such 
justice or justices for any period not exceeding 
one hundred days; and if any person shall wil- 


fully or maliciously obstruct or damage any such 


Upon completion 
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line, works, building, machinery, or other property 
connected therewith, he shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall be punished by imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding one year, and by a fine 
not exceeding one thousand dollars. And every 
operator, agent or servant of the company, 
employed in the transmission or delivery of in- 
telligence or messages shall, before he enters on 
the duties of his office, make oath before a judge 
or justice of the peace that he will not wilfully 
divulge the contents of any message transmitted 
by said company, or left with any of its operators, 
agents or servants, for transmission or delivery ; 
and every person violating the said oath shall be 
adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor and be punished 
by imprisonment for a period not exceeding one 
year, and by a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars. 


10. So soon as the said line of telegraph shall 
be completed from Saint John’s to Cape Ray, or 
any other point on the west coast of Newfoundland, 
the Governor shall, on the application of the 
company, from time to time, issue grants, under 
the great seal of this island, to the said company, 
of any ungranted and unoccupied wilderness land 
in Newfoundland, in blocks or parcels the contents 
of which shall not be less than three square miles, 
and in all not exceeding fifty square miles, subject, 
nevertheless, to such percentage upon the produce 
of mines, and to such conditions as to working 
thereof, within a limited period, not less than ten 
years, and to such conditions as to the permanent 
settlement in fee simple of such land by one settler 
to every five hundred acres so granted, within five 


me 


: 
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years from the date of any such grant, and to the 
right of the public to construct any roads and 
bridges in and over the said land as now are or 
may hereafter be specified and defined by the laws 
of Newfoundland or Great Britain; and the said 
company shall have power to alien or dispose of 
the said lands, or any part or parts thereof, or to 
occupy, work, or use the same, or any part thereof, 
in any manner it may deem proper, subject to the 
like conditions and reservations as aforesaid. And 
for the purpose of preventing new claims to the 
prejudice of the said company, it shall be lawful 
for it, at any time after this act goes into opera- 
tion, to signify, in writing, to the Governor, the 
selection of the said lands, or any part thereof, 
which it desires to have granted to it as aforesaid ; 
and such lands shall thereupon be reserved for the 
said company until the completion of the said 
telegraph line as aforesaid, or until three years 
after the passing of this act ; and all grants to the 
said company under this act shall be issued with- 
out any charge to them for surveys or otherwise : 
Provided always that nothing herein contained 
shall affect the provisions of the seventh and 
eighth sections of the Act of the Legislature of 
this Colony passed in the seventh year of Her 
Majesty’s reign, chapter one, which sections are as 
follows, viz.:—‘‘ That it shall and may be lawful 
for the Governor, or person administering the 
Government, from time to time, to reserve, set 
apart and appropriate, such parts or portions of 
any unoccupied land in any of the districts of this 
island, or places within its government, as he may, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Council, 
deem proper and expedient to appropriate, for the 


10 
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purpose of erecting court houses, market places, 
churches, chapels, or other places of public 
worship, or for the erection of school houses or 
for any other public use or purpose; and also 
such portions of unappropriated ship’s room, 
beaches and shores, as may be deemed necessary 
or convenient to set apart for the general and 
public uses of the inhabitants within any of the 
districts or places aforesaid.” ‘ That it shall and 
may be lawful for the Governor, or person ad- 
ministering the Government, by and with the 
consent of the Corneil, to order the reservations 
of such and such portions of bogs as may be 
deemed necessary for the supply of manure or 
fuel to the public, and such and such portions of 
forest as may be necessary for the uses of the 
fishery.” 


11. So soon as an hundred miles of good and 
traversable bridle road eight feet wide, with 
bridges eight feet wide, along a line of the said 
intended telegraph, shall have been constructed by 
the said company, from Saint John’s towards Cape 
Ray, or other point on the western coast of this 
island, or from Saint John’s to Trepassey, by way 
of Renews,the Governor shall draw his warrant on 
the Colonial Treasurer, in favor of the company 
for the sum of fifteen hundred pounds ; and so on, 


at the rate of fifteen hundred pounds for every 


additional hundred miles of the said road, as fast 
as the same shall be finished, until the completion 
thereof to the western coast of Trepassey, and at 
the same rate for the last portion, if less than one 
hundred miles: Provided always that the whole 
amount to be paid for the completion of the said 
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roads and bridges to Trepassey and the western 
coast shall not exceed the sum of five thousand 
pounds. And the company shall be bound to 
complete the said bridle roads and bridges to 
Trepassey and the western coast, for the said 
amount, within two years;* and the bridle roads 
so constructed shall be public highways, subject 
to the rights of the company, which shall not be 
bound to keep the same in repair. 


sand five hundred 
be subscribed, and. effective operations commenced 

effective operation 
within one year after the passing of this act, this 


12. Unless twenty-five hundred shares at least ot to be void 

be the capital or joint stock of the said company shall LUgs fp Baw 
shares be sub- 
scribed and 

for the establishment of the said line of telegraph cccnye onesie 
, one year. 

act and everything herein contained shall be 

utterly null and void. 


13. All wires and materials required for ytaterials to be 
: seen is : imported free 
constructing, repairing, or working the main OF of duty. 
branch lines of telegraphs, or for connecting them 
or any of them with any other island, province, or 
country, shall and may be imported free of duty. 


14. The corporation hereby created, shall Company to enjoy 
have the sole and exclusive right to build, make, line upon pear 
occupy, take or work the said line or any line Of coniienea 
telegraph between Saint John’s and Cape Ray, or 
between any other points in this island (excepting 
only the existing line between Saint John’s and 
Carbonear) for the full period of fifty years from 
the passing of this act; subject nevertheless to 
the right of pre-emption by the Government of 
this Colony, as hereinafter provided; and during 








* Extended to last day of October, 1857, by LOSVWies Cap. L2Nsecr aL: 
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the said period of fifty years, no other person or 
persons, body or bodies politic or corporate, shall 
be permitted to construct, purchase, take, or 
operate, any line or lines of telegraph on this 
island, or to extend to, enter upon, or touch any 
of this island, or the coast thereof, or of the 
islands or places within the jurisdiction of the 
Government of this Colony, with any telegraphic 
cable, wire, or other means of telegraphic com- 
munication, from any other island, country or 
place whatsoever. Provided, however, that if the 
said line of telegraph shall not have been com- 
pleted from Saint John’s to Cape Ray or other 
point on the western coast of Newfoundland, and 
a communication by telegraph across Prince Ed- 
ward Island or the island of Cape Breton or 
otherwise, established with the continent of 
America, within five years from the passing of this 
act, the exclusive privileges granted by this section 
shall cease. 

15. If at any time after twenty years from 
the passing of this act, it shall be deemed advis- 
able by the Governor in Council that the lines of 
telegraph and other property of the said company 
shall be transferred to and vested in the Govern- 
ment of this island, it shall be lawful for the 
Governor to cause a written notice to be given to 
the said company, which shall be served upon the 
president or director, or manager in this island, 
which notice shall state that the Government has 
decided upon becoming the holder of the said lines 
and other property ; and thereupon the Governor 
and the company shall each choose an arbitrator, 
and the arbitrators so chosen shall appraise the 
telegraph lines, wires, cables, apparatus, vessels, 
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and all other property connected therewith, and if 
they cannot agree ,they shall choose a third as 
umpire, and if they do not make such choice, the 
Supreme Court shall appoint an umpire, and the 
appraisement of any two of them shall be taken as 
the true and just value of said property; and after 
the expiration of one year from the time the 
award ot the arbitrators shall have been communi- 
cated to the Government and the company, and 
after the payment made or tendered in manner 
hereinafter provided, all and singular the said 
telegraph lines, wires, cables, apparatus, vessels, 
and other property so appraised, shall become the 
property of Her Majesty, for the benefit and 
public use of this island, and shall be thenceforth 
held free and discharged from all claims of such 
company or shareholders thereof, or any person 
whomsoever; and the Government shall draw 
warrants upon the Treasurer of this Colony for 
the payment to such company of the amount so 
awarded as aforesaid, and the payments in dis- 
charge of such warrants shall be made or tendered 
by the Treasurer aforesaid to the president and 
directors of the said company, or their director or 
manager in this island, as the Governor shall 
direct and appoint ; but this section shall not apply 
to any lands granted to the said company, by 
virtue of the tenth and twenty-second sections of 
this act, nor to the proceeds thereof, or any land 
or property purchased with such proceeds, nor to 
the bonuses to be paid to the company, or to any 
land or property purchased with the same or any 
part thereof, nor to any mines or minerals, or the 
property connected with the management or work- 
ing of such mines or minerals. 


14 
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16. The directors may, from time to time, by 
resolution, authorize and direct the issue of bonds 
by the said company for such sums in dollars and 
cents, and to such an amount in the aggregate, as 
the directors may deem expedient in payment for 
any property purchased by the said company, or 
for any money borrowed by it, or to negotiate and 
sell at public or private sale, at such price as the 
directors may deem satisfactory, for the purpose 
of raising funds for the use of the said company ; 
and the Government of this Colony hereby guar- 
antees the payment to the holders thereof of the 
interest, for the period of twenty years only, upon 
fifty of such bonds, five thousand dollars each 
respectively. The bonds upon which the interest 
is so guaranteed, to be payable by the company in 
twenty years in London, with five per cent. 
interest, payable semi-annually, and convertible 
into stock at its par value, according to the cur- 
rent rate of exchange between New York and 
London, at any time within ten years at the option 
of the holders. The bonds, of which the interest 
is so guaranteed, shall be registered in the office 
of the Secretary of the Colony ; and such registry 
shall be certified by an endorsement thereon signed 
by the Colonial Treasurer and countersigned by 
the Colonial Secretary, to the effect that the pay- 
ment of the interest on the same for the period 
aforesaid is guaranteed by the Colony; and for 
the amount of the interest on the bonds so issued 
and guaranteed, the Government of this island 
shall have by force of this act a lien upon all the 
telegraph lines, works and property of said 
company in this island and to the continent of 
America, in preference to all other claims. The 
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bonds, of which the interest is so guaranteed, to 
be delivered to the said company as follows: ten 
of them when the company shall have begun to 
operate under this act; ten of them when the 
telegraph line and bridle roads before-mentioned 
shall have been completed from Saint John’s to 
Cape Ray, or some other point on the west coast 
of Newfoundland, and Trepassey; and the re- 
maining thirty when the telegraph shall have been 
completed from Saint John’s to Prince Edward 
Island or the island of Cape Breton. But before 
the said remaining thirty bonds are delivered to 
the said company, they shall be offered by the 
company for sale at par (reckoning the rate of 
exchange between Saint John’s and London at 
twenty per cent. premium), to the Government of 
this Colony, or any inhabitant thereof, by notice 
published for three successive weeks in the Loyal 
Gazette of this island; and if the said bonds or 
any of them be purchased by the Government or 
any inhabitant of this Colony at or before the 
expiration of the said three weeks, the bonds so 
purchased shall be delivered to the purchaser, and 
the par value thereof be paid to the said company 
in lieu of the said bonds; and in ease the said 
company shall not think fit to receive the bonds 
last above mentioned within ten days after they 
shall be entitled to receive the same, there shall be 
offered for sale to the Government, for the in- 
habitants of this Colony, stock in the said company 
to the extent of thirty thousand pounds sterling, 
or one hundred and forty-four thousand dollars at 
par, which shall in such case be offered by ad- 
vertisement in manner aboye mentioned. 


16 
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17. And if it shall so happen that the Goy- 
ernment of this Colony shall be called upon to pay 
any sum of money as interest upon the said bonds 
or any of them, in pursuance of such guarantee as 
aforesaid, and shall actually pay such interest 
thereon, the Governor of the Colony shall forth- 
with cause notice of such payment to be given to 
the directors of the said company, or to their 
director or local manager in this island, requiring 
the said company to refund such payment within 
a time (not less than three calendar months) to be 
limited in such notice; and if at the expiration of 
the time so limited such payment shall not have 
been refunded, the Governor of the Colony shall 
in the name of Her Majesty, and for the public 
service of this Colony, cause possession to be 
taken of the whole of the property and effects of 
the said company specified in the last preceding 
section, and retain possession thereof, and of the 
profits of the same, until such interest so paid by 
the Government of this Colony shall have been 
refunded ; and in case the said company shall not 
within six calendar months after possession of 
such property and effects shall have been so taken 
as aforesaid, redeem the same by refunding the 
amount so paid, and all charges thereon (subject 
to an account of the rents and profits in the mean- 
time by the Government of this Colony), then and 
in such case it shall be lawful for the said Govern- 
ment to sell the said property and effects by public 
auction at Saimt John’s, or New York, after three 
months’ notice in the London Gazette, the Royal 
Gazette of this island, and in a newspaper pub- 
lished in New York, and to pay over to the said 
company the surplus arismg from such sale after 
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payment of all expenses, and the amount so paid 
as aforesaid, and reserving as a pledge a sum 
sufficient to purchase at six per cent. an annuity 
equal to the future interest so guaranteed on the 
said bonds: Provided that should the highest 
amount bona fide bid at such sale be insufficient to 
meet the amount so due, and the expenses as afore- 
said, together with such sum as will purchase such 
annuity as aforesaid, it shall be competent to the 
said Government to take and hold the said property 
and effects absolutely as their own property, in 
lieu of all thei claims arising out of the said 
guarantee. 


18. The said company shall have power to Company to have 
establish, construct and work a line or lines Ot a cenieinee 
telegraph between Newfoundland and Ireland Or foundland, Ireland 

i : . and other places. 
any other island, place or places in the Atlantic Proviso. 
ocean, or in Hurope or in the United States, and to 
construct, purchase and work any telegraph line 
or lines, or means of communication, in Canada, 
Prince Edward Island, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, and the United States, and in 
the waters adjacent to or between the said islands, 
provinces, or states, and between any of them and 
Newfoundland: Provided, however, that such 
consent as may be necessary shall be first obtained 
of the governments of said provinces and states 
respectively ; and generally to purchase or hire any 
line of telegraph which may now or hereafter be 
constructed by any person or persons, or body or 
bodies politic or corporate, in the United States, or 
British provinces of North America, or in Europe, 
and to use the same for the transmission of 
messages and intelligence; and they may also 


Company may 
purchase property 
of late Newfound- 
land BE. T. 
Company. 
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construct, purchase, hire, or use, any steam or 
other vessels to aid in the acquisition or trans- 
mission of intelligence between America and 
Europe, or in carrying on any of the operations of 
the said company. 


19. The said company may purchase from the 
said Peter Cooper, Moses Taylor, Cyrus W. Field, 
Marshall O. Roberts and Chandler White, at such 
price and on such terms as may be agreed on be- 
tween them and the said company, the telegraphic 
lines, wires, posts, msulators, cables and other 
property in Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, 
New Brunswick, and the waters between New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, which 
belonged to the late Newfoundland Electric Tele- 
graph Company, and which the said company sold, 
transferred and conveyed, to the said Peter Cooper, 
Moses Taylor, Cyrus W. Field, Marshall O. 
Roberts and Chandler White, on the tenth day of 
March in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-four; and from the time of the transfer and 
conveyance thereof, executed by the said Peter 
Cooper, Moses Taylor, Cyrus W. Field, Marshall 
O. Roberts and Chandler White, to the company 
incorporated by this act, the said New York, 
Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company 
shall become seized and possessed of and entitled 
to all the said telegraph lines, wires, posts, in- 
sulators, cables, and other property, and may hold, 
use and dispose of the same in the same manner 
and with the same effect as if the company hereby 
incorporated had built and constructed the same 
after the passage of this act. 
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20. Every stockholder in the said company, atiens may be 
whether a British subject or a citizen of the United ant otices o 
States, or other alien, or resident in Newfound-0 7 "’ 
land, the United States, or elsewhere, has and 
shall have equal rights to hold stock in the said 
company, to vote on the same, and to be eligible 
to office in the said company. 

21. The place where the meetings of the Principal office of 

; pan Ae ha ar 
stockholders and of the board of directors shall be to ve held. 
held, and where the principal office for the trans- 
action of the business of the company shall be 
established, shall be in the city of London, or in 
the city of New York, or at Saint John’s, in this 
island, as the directors may from time to time 
determine ; but there shall always be a director or 
local manager for the transaction of the necessary 
local business in Great Britain and the United 
States respectively 

22. So soon as the said company shall have On Atiantic sub- 


marine wire being 


actually established a communieation across. the laid down, Goy- 


ernment to make 
Atlantic ocean by means of a sub-marine cable or futher ees 
wire from this island, the said company shall be 
entitled to receive from the Government of this 
island a grant of fifty square miles of ungranted 
and unoccupied wilderness land, to be selected by 
the said company, in addition to the grants herein- 
before mentioned, and subject to the same con- 
ditions and provisos as are mentioned in the tenth 
section of this act. 
23. On the first Monday in July in each year Statement of 
the principal agent or manager of the said company tobe transite 
annually to 


in Newfoundland shall transmit to the Colonial Governor. 
Secretary thereof, to be laid beford the Governor 


20) 


Public Act- 


Preamble. 
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for the information of the Legislature, a statement 
of the affairs of the company, in duplicate, showing 
the profits of the company for the then last pre- 
ceding year, with a statement of any bonds that 
have been converted into stock or cancelled— 
which bonds shall be returned to the Secretary of 
the Colony, and a list of the directors and stock- 
holders to be deposited in the Colonial Secretary’s 
office, for reference only. 


24. This Act shall be deemed and taken to 
be a public act, and shall be judicially noticed as « 
public act without bemg specially pleaded. 
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An Act to amend the Act for the Incorpora= 
tion of the New York, Newfoundland and 
London Telegraph Company. 


[Passep 12TH May, 1856. ] 

HEREAS by an Act passed in the seventeenth 
year of the reign of Her present Majesty, 
entitled ““An Act to Incorporate a Company under 
the style and title of the New York, ‘Newfound- 
land and London Telegraph Company,” it was 
among other matters therem contained, provided 
that the said company should within two years 
from the passing of the said Act be bound to 
complete a good and traversible bridle road eight 
feet wide, with bridges eight feet wide, along the 
line of the said intended telegraph between Saint 
John’s and Cape Ray, and between Saint John’s 
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and Trepassey ; and. it is expedient that the said 
Act should be amended in these and certain other 
particulars. 


Be it therefore enacted by .the Governor, Enacting clause. 
Legislative Council and Assembly, in Legislative 
Session convened, as follows :— 


1. The time for the completion of the said Time limited for 
; completion of 
roads and bridges shall be extended lo the last day roads and bridges 
fs C c 5 “ extended to 31st 
of October, which will be in the year eighteen October, 1857. 
hundred and fity-seven. 
2. It shall be competent for the said company, Company, 


: : with Governor’s 
in places in which the Governor in Council may sanction, may | 
A “ substitute floating 
consider the change to be necessary, and not Ge 
‘a or bridges 


detrimental to the public service, to substitute reauired by 
flying or floating bridges or ferries sufficient for Proviso. 
the passage of cattle and. carriages for the per- 

manent bridges required by the said Act: Provided 

that such bridges and ferries shall be constructed 

and maintained in such manner as the Governor in 

Council may consider efficient for the purpose for 

which they may be respectively designed. 


3. In case any shareholder of, or a subscriber Company may sell 
to the said company, shall not pay the instalments en eed 
or payments from time to time fallmg due on his paid up. a 
shares, pursuant to the provisions of the said 
recited Act, it shall be competent for the directors 
after one month’s written notice to the party in 
default to sell such shares by private sale or public 
auction, and to pay as much of the proceeds thereof 
as may be necessary in discharge of the amount 
due on such shares, and to pay the surplus, if any, 
to the original proprietor of said shares. 
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4. The governments of British colonies in 
America shall have the like privileges with regard 
to the transmission of messages on the said line, 
as are provided in the said recited Act with respect 
to the Government of this Colony. 


Privileves of 
Governments of 
British American 
Colonies. 
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An Act further to amend an Act passed in 
the Seventeenth year of Her Majesty’s 
Reign, entitled ‘‘ An Act to Incorporate 
a Company under the style and title of 
the New York, Newfoundland and Lon= 
don Telegraph Company..”’ 


[PassEeD 3rd Marcon, 1857.| 
Fiisaenbte. HEREAS the New York, Newfoundland and 


London Telegraph Company have applied 
to the Legislature of this Colony to amend the 
Act passed in the seventeenth year of Her present 
Majesty’s reign, entitled “ An Act to Incorporate 
a Company under the style and title of the New 
York, Newfoundland and London Telegraph 
Company”; and it is deemed advisable to grant 
the application : 


Enacting clause. Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, 
Legislative Council and Assembly of Newfound- 
land in Legislative Session convened, as follows :— 


Raa ae er" 
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I. The said New York, Newfoundland and Power to join 


tranatlantie sub- 


London Telegraph Company may by resolutions marine electric 


‘ : 5 on telegraph cable t 
of their board of directors, certified under their the tlectric tele 


corporate seal, give to the Atlantic Telegraph Ganges ieleid 
Company, limited, constituted in England under tema oi 
the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Par- 
lament, entitled “The Joint Stock Companies’ 
Act, 1856,” the consent of the New York, New- 
foundland and London Telegraph Company, that 
the said Atlantic Telegraph Company, limited, 
may extend their sub-marine cable to, and touch 
and enter upon this island with such restrictions 
and upon such terms and conditions, as may be 
agreed on between the said two companies, and 
upon such consent, and subject to such restric- 
tions, terms and conditions, the sub-marine cable 
of the said Atlantic Telegraph Company, limited, 
inay be extended to this island, and brought into 
the joint station of the said two companies ; and 
and when so extended shall be deemed in law to 
have been made in compliance with the provisions 
of the said Act incorporating the New York, 
Newfoundland and London ‘Telegraph Company, 
and to be an extension of their telegraph line to 
Europe, to the same extent, and with the same 
effect, as if such sub-marine cable were established, 
constructed and worked by the said New York, 
Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company, 
which said company shall thereupon be deemed to 
have actually established a connection across the 
Atlantic ocean, by means of a sub-marine cable, o1 
wire from this island; and all rights, privileges, 
benefits and advantages which the said New York, 
Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company 
would have had if they had established, con- 
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structed and worked a line of telegraph between 
this island and Ireland, they shall be entitled to 
have and enjoy upon the laying down of the sub- 
marine cable of the said Atlantic Telegraph Com- 
pany, limited, between this island and Ireland or 
England. 


Consolidation of 2. It shall be @dawtul for “the: Newyork 
the New York, i : 
Newfoundland Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company, 
and London Tele- ‘ af ; : ane 
graph Company by resolution of the stockholders, or a majority of 
with the Atlantic ' fs 5 , : ae . 
Telegraph Com- them in interest, to effect a consolidation of the 


pany limited. 


Powers and said company with the said Atlantic Telegraph 
privileges of é ahs aye 
consolidated Company, limited, upon such terms and conditions 
company. 


and under such corporate name, as may be agreed 
upon between the said companies ; and upon such 
consolidation being effected, there shall be thence- 
forward one consolidated company, into which the 
said New York, Newfoundland and London 
Telegraph Company shall be merged ; and such 
consolidated company shall have all the rights, 
powers and privileges which the said New York, 
Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company 
now have, or can have, under its charter or act of 
incorporation, and the acts amending the same, 
together with such other powers, rights and 
privileges as may be given to it by or under any 
Act of the Imperial Parliament. 


Application of this 3. In case the said Atlantic Telegraph Com- 
Act to Atlantic a ete Ad ‘ ; 
Telegraph Com- pany, limited, shall procure their meorporation in 
pany incorporated, "2 y 
or to any other that or any other name, by an Act of the Imperial 
such company. 4 : 

Parliament (or in case any other company shall 

hereafter be formed, with which the said New 

York, Newfoundland and London Telegraph 


Company shall enter into an agreement similar m 
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terms to that above mentioned), such other cor- 
poration or company shall stand in the place of 
the said Atlantic Telegraph Company, limited, in 
respect to every power or authority hereby given ; 
and this Act shall be deemed to apply thereto in 
the place and stead of the said Atlantic Telegraph 
Company, limited. 


4. Nothing in this Act contained shall effect Reservation of 
any lien, claim, right, title, interest or privilege, Evie tig ies 
secured to the Imperial Government, or to the fa tmenen 
eovernments of Newfoundland and of the other?" 
North American colonies, and of the United 
States, respectively, under the provisions of the 
said first recited Act, or of any Act in amendment 
of the same; and such lien, claim, right, title, 
interest and privilege shall exist and be in force 
with respect to any new lines or cables that may 
be established by the said companies or either of 
them in this island, and between this island and 
the continent of America. 


5. The shares and estates, stock and interest shares, ete., of 
5 fags . r , consolidated or 
of the said New York, Newfoundland and Lon- incorporated com: 
pany to be lable 
don Telegraph Company in the stock and property for debts trom 
New York, New- 
of any company with which said company shall foundand and 


unite, or into which it shall merge, and tLe Gonvanveae ia 
property of the said consolidated company in this 
Colony, and between this Colony and the continent 
of America, shall be in all respects subject and 
liable to the debts, obligations and liabilities of 
the said New York, Newfoundland and London 
Telegraph Company, in like manner as the pro- 
perty of the last mentioned company is now lable 
to such debts, liabilities and obligations aforesaid. 
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ey ame 6. If any person shall wilfully and maliciously 
to property of the * ° : : yg 
COMERS throw down, destroy, damage or injure, any post, 
Conviction before 7 N “ f pees +) : 
eon wire, insulator, cable, line, building, erection, 
Justices. 


apparatus, machinery, or other works, or obstruct 
the operation of any line of the said New York, 
Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company 
or of the said Atlantic Telegraph Company, 
limited, after such consolidation, and merger as 
aforesaid, or of any other company with or into 
which the said New York, Newfoundland and 
London Telegraph Company shall at any time 
unite or merge, under the provisions of their Act, 
such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall, upon conviction before any Court of Record, 
be punished with fine or imprisonment, or both, at 
the discretion of the Court ; and upon conviction 
in a summary manner, before one or more justices 
of the peace, shall be punished by fine not ex- 
ceeding twenty dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding one calendar month, at the discretion of 
such justice or justices. 


Bowe Ronnies 7. It shall be lawful for any servant or officer 

hend offender. of the New York, Newfoundland and London 
Telegraph Company, or for any other person who 
may witness the commission of any such offence 
aforesaid, forthwith to apprehend the offender 
and take him before a justice of the peace, to be_ 
by him held to bail to answer for such offence, 
either before a Court of Record, or before one or 
more justices, as the said justice may determine. 


Reon eeon 8. All such fines as aforesaid shall be paid, 

( {hy Se 

fies one half to the party who shall prosecute for the 
same, and the other half to the Receiver General 


ea 
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for the use of the Colony; and no conviction 
that may be had before one or more justices shall 
be quashed for want of form, provided sufficient 
shall appear in such conviction to warrant the 
same upon the merits. 


« 


=I 


9. If any action shall be instituted. against Protection of party 


any person on account of any such apprehension 
as aforesaid, the defendant therein may plead the 
general issue, and give the special matter in 
evidence. 
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An Act to amend an Act passed in the 
Seventeenth Year of the Reign of Her 
present Majesty, entitled ‘‘An Act to 
Incorporate a Company under the style 
and title of the ‘New York, Newfound= 
land and London Telegraph Company.’ ’’ 


[PaAssnp. 26TH APRIL, 1867. | 


\ HeREAS the directors of the New York, New- Preamble. 


foundland and London Telegraph Company 
have applied to the Legislature for sanction to 
increase the capital stock of the said company to 
a further sum of three millions of dollars than as 
provided by the Act herembefore in part recited, 
to enable the said company to construct new land 
lines of telegraph, and to lay a submarine cable 
between Placentia, or some portion of this island 
and the continent of America, in connection with 
the works of the said company. 


arresting offender. 
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Enacting clause. Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, 
Legislative Council and Assembly, in Legislative 
Session convened :— — , 


Directors may by 1. The New York, Newfoundland and Lon- 

resolution inérease 

capital stock to six lon ‘Telegraph Company may, by resolution of 

cee the board of directors, increase the capital stock 
from time to time to an amount not exceeding 
three millions of dollars in addition to the present 
capital stock of the said company as authorized by 
the said Act ; and the said act shall be construed 
as if six millions of dollars, instead of three 
millions of dollars had been originally inserted 
therein as the capital stock of the said company. 





Sn 




















